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1st August 2013 

 

Dear Sir, 

The Westerham Town Partnership was disappointed to read that our efforts to 
support the Superfast Broadband petition would apparently count for nothing. We 
appear to have supported the campaign merely to demonstrate demand, for the 
grant to be awarded to Kent overall, with no specific benefit to our town. 

With our plans to work on the parking issues/infrastructure (see WTP minutes) and 
the expectation of growing our tourist numbers exponentially over the next 5 years, 
(see NT and Squerryes plans) we strongly expect to be attracting business to the 
town's 20% empty office space.   

The Westerham Town Partnership now seeks to know: 

a) who will be taking the decision of roll out and timing? 

b) what the criteria are for making the decision? 

c) why have we been encouraged to promote the online survey if it is actually to 
be disregarded: if this is the case, it discredits local politics to the detriment of 
all involved. 

 

The Chronicle has spoken with Mark Dance  

http://www.sevenoakschronicle.co.uk/Broadband-campaign-pointless-county-council-
chief/story-19567188-detail/story.html who seems to have confirmed that this is the 
case, although I myself was quoted out of context in that article, so it's difficult for us 
to judge the true situation. 

 Mark Dance is quoted as saying it was "not a popularity contest" and the decision 
would be made on what was the most viable solution from an engineering 
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perspective. However it seems to us that there must/should be an element of 
demand in the decision equation, otherwise the Council will not be able to ensure 
that the service is supplied to areas that are likely to have a high take-up and thereby 
bring the greatest economic benefit. 

 We believe that in fact our engineering case is very strong. Many of Westerham’s 
exchange cabinets run along the A25 servicing customers in Westerham, Brasted, 
Sundridge, and they have easily accessible ducts under the road. Power runs along 
the A25 so the majority of all the Exchange's business and residential connections 
are made to these cabinets. This should make it a quick and easy area to deliver 
FTTC. Only a few of the remaining cabinets are not on the A25: these however are 
only a short distance from the road (500m approx). These already serviced by fibre 
close by as well as power. 

 With our petition numbers the 3rd largest in Kent, the high level of interest amongst 
our local residents is proven. Please may we have your comment on our fears that 
the petition efforts have been a waste of time and money for our town? May we ask 
you to enquire how successful the survey has been for Westerham, and when we 
may expect our roll-out?  

 

Yours faithfully 
Jane Hunter 
Westerham Town Partnership 

	  


